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The Bellevue City Code is current through Ordinance 6043, passed February 6, 2012.  

20.20.520 Landscape development. 

 
F.    Site Landscaping. 
 
5.    All plantings and fences required by this section are subject to the street 

intersection sight obstruction requirements, BCC 14.60.240. All plant materials must be 
pruned as necessary to comply with BCC 14.60.240. 

6.    Existing Vegetation in Lieu of Landscape Development. If the proposal is 
located within the Critical Areas Overlay District, the Director shall waive the planting 
requirements of paragraphs F.1 and F.2 of this section and shall require the use of 
native vegetation that exists within a critical area or within a critical area buffer in lieu of 
landscape development if the width of that existing vegetated area equals at least twice 
the dimension required by paragraph F.1 or F.2 of this section. Supplemental 
landscaping may be added adjacent to a setback to create the necessary width. 

7.    The Director will allow the planting requirements of paragraphs F.1 and F.2 
of this section to be satisfied within a critical area buffer where landscaping is added 
pursuant to a habitat improvement plan meeting the requirements of LUC 20.25H.055. 

8.    Site Landscaping Design Standards. 
a.    Landscaping plans shall show locations of retained trees, initial size, 

location and name of plant materials to be installed. For landscaping plans submitted 
with Building Permits or Clearing and Grading Permits, detailed irrigation plans are 
required. 

b.    Landscaping shall not include irrigated turf strips which are less than 
five feet in width. Soils within any irrigated turf strip used to satisfy the requirements of 
this section shall be amended as required by soil amendment standards established by 
the Director. 

c.    Irrigated turf shall not be included on slopes with finished grades in 
excess of 33 percent. 

d.    Landscaping areas which are irrigated shall be designed so that plants 
are grouped according to distinct hydrozones for irrigation of plants with similar water 
needs at a good efficiency. 

e.    In all newly landscaped areas, soils shall be amended as required by 
soil amendment standards established by the Director. 

f.    Newly landscaped areas, except turf, shall be covered and maintained 
with at least two inches of organic mulch to minimize evaporation. 


